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ROMANS XIII. 1, 


LET EVERY SOUL BE SUB FECT UNTO THE HIGHER POWERS; FOR 
THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF COD; THE POWERS 
THAT BE, ARE ORDAINED OF GOD, 


N the former part of theſe words, the Apoſtle gives 

us general directions concerning obedience to 
« higher Powers,” or Magiſtrates; and afterwards 
ſanctions thoſe directions by informing us, that ſuch 
Powers derive their authority from God himſelf: 
« There is no Power but of God; the Powers that 
« be, are ordained of God.” 

As mankind are naturally diſdainful of authority, 
and, from the very imperfection of their happineſs, 
deſirous of change, this doctrine of the Apoſtle is 
highly neceſſary to be inculcated at all times; but it is 
a leſſon peculiarly neceſſary to be recommended to the 
preſent generation; for there certainly never exiſted 
any age when authority was more degraded than at 
preſent---when the ſhallow opinions of pretenders to 
philoſophy gained more attention, or when the ſolid 
intereſts and ſubſtantial bleſſings of Government were 
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more likely to be given up, for the airy phantoms and 
illuſive theories of imaginary equality and perfection. 

It ſhall, therefore, be the buſineſs of this diſcourſe 
to impreſs upon your minds, the great obligations 
that reſt upon every one of us, both from reaſon and 
religion, to pay all due obedience to the © higher 
« Powers,” as the moſt certain means of avoiding 
thoſe dreadful calamities which have befallen many of 
the neighbouring . nations, and the beſt method of 
perpetuating our excellent Conſtitution, and thereby 
inſuring us peace and happineſs bere, and everlaſting 
felicity hereafter. 4 

Whoever is convinced that man was originally de- 
ſigned by his Maker for ſociety, or that the arts and 
ſciences, with all the bleſſings and the charms of ſo- 
cial intercourſe, are- more deſirable than a naked and 
ſolitary exiſtence in woods and foreſts, without the 
certainty of food, or protection from the ſtorm, mult 
be convinced that there ought to be Laws for the re- 
gulation of ſuch ſociety, and Magiſtrates to carry thoſe 
laws into execution. For, let us attribute whatſoever 
amiable qualities we pleaſe to mankind, yet daily ex- 
perience, as well as this day's ſolemnity, will con- 
vince us, that their wants or their paſſions will fre- 

quently overleap the bounds of juſtice, and make the 
| moſt calamitous inroads upon the property and happi- 
pineſs of their neighbours,---Indeed, were not the 
friendly arm of the Magiſtrate frequently to interfere 
the ſtrong would daily oppreſs the weak, and the 
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d crafty ſupplant the ignorant, until ſociety ſhould fall 
aſunder, and ſavage lite uſurp its place. 


ſe Hence, it is manifeſt, that in every ſociety or ſtate, 
Ns it is abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be © higher 
id « Powers,” to promote virtue, and diſcourage wick- 


edneſs and vice. This it is, which cements the edifice 
of ſociety together, and, like the key-ſtone of an arch, 
gives ſtability and firmneſs to the fabrick.---And if it 
be abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be Magiſtrates, 
it is equally neceſſary that they ſhould experience a 
ready and prompt obedience; for as, without go- 
vernment there could be no ſociety, ſo, without 
obedience there could be no government. If no obe- 
dience ſhould be paid to the © higher Powers,” every 
man would of courſe do what was right, or moſt pro- 
fitable, in his own eyes; and thus injuſtice, fraud, and 
violence, would reign openly and univerſally through-_ 
out the world. | 

Whoever, therefore, conſiders the evils of favage 
life, or would preſerve the bleſſings of ſociety, ought, 
by all means, not only to pay due obedience to the 
ing, and all that © are put in authority under him,” 
but recommend ſuch obedience amongſt others, by 
he influence of his example.---In a large family, 
here can be no order, or peace, unleſs the head of it 
de inveſted with authority, and unleſs ſuch authority 
de recognized and acknowledged.---In like manner, 
the larger family of ſociety, there can be no order, 
o ſecurity, no peace or happineſs, unleſs there be 
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authority ſufficient to reſtrain the immorality and 
wickedneſs of mankind, and give protection and ſecu- 
rity to the peaceable and virtuous. 

And if reaſon teach us that it is highly neceſſary we 
ſhould pay obedience to “higher Powers, Revela. 
tion ſtill more ſtrongly enforces this duty, by inform- 
ing us, that ſuch Powers are eſtabliſhed by the autho- 
rity of God himſelf, There is no Power but of God; 
« the Powers that be, are ordained of God:” that is, 
they are of divine appointment; they are ordained to 
their reſpective offices by divine Providence.---T his 
doctrine of the Apoſtle, properly underſtood, by no 
means tends to eſtabliſh any deſpotic power or arbi- 
trary government, or to inculcate any doctrine incon- 
ſiſtent with the liberties or happineſs of mankind. 
On the contrary, it means ſimply this---that the ſu- 
preme Ruler of the Univerſe, who appoints us our 
ſeveral ſituations in life, and without whoſe permil- 
ſion “ not even a ſparrow falleth to the ground,“ does 
in a more particular manner ordain or appoint that 
there ſhould be Rulers and Governors, for the welfare 
of mankind and the very exiſtence of ſociety; and that 
he accordingly, by his all-diſpoſing influence, cauſes 
the rulers of the earth to be advanced to their dignity 
and power, not to tyrannize over their ſubjects, and 
« rule them with a rod of iron,” but to extend their 
welfare and promote their felicity; or, in other words, 
e for the puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, and 
« the maintenance of true religion and virtue.” la ne 
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this light are the © higher Powers ordained of God,” 
and have an undoubted right to the honour, the reve- 
rence, the ſubmiſſion and obedience, of their ſubjects- 
being, as it were, God's Vice-gerents upon earth, de- 
ſigned to perform his will, and fulfil the benevolent 
intentions of his Providence. 

As Princes and Governors, however, are till but 
men, liable to the errors and imperfections of their 
ſpecies, it has moſt unfortunately happened, that they 
have ſometimes ſo far forgotten the ſacred nature of 
their truſt, as to tyrannize over thoſe whom it was 
their duty to protect. Hence, a deſire to reſtrain this 
tyranny, and ſecure the intereſts of the people, has 
brought on an oppoſite evil, of tenfold magnitude; 
having led to a chain of reaſoning the moſt dangerous, 
and, in its effects, the moſt calamitous, that ever en- 
tered into the imagination of mankind. This is no 
other than the fallacious doctrine, that, as all men 
ought to be equally protected in their lives and pro- 
perty, ſo they are, therefore, and qdught to be, in every 
reſpect equal in political importance; and that all 
permanent offices of power and dignity are inconſiſt- 
ent with the freedom and happineſs of mankind. A 
neighbouring nation, ſtruck with this vain and imagi- 
nary phantom of illuſive equality, have not only rent 
aſunder the fabrick of their own Monarchy, and buried 
he happineſs of millions under its ruins, but have alſo 
ounded the trumpet of rebellion to all other nations, 
and invited them to the perpetration of thoſe dread- 


uml enormities which they themſelves have committed, 
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---And what have that infatuated and cruel people 
gained, by thus wading through torrents of blood for 
the eſtabliſhment of their favourite ſyſtem? Are their 
temporary Magiſtrates more humane and leſs arbitrary 
than their former Rulers? Is the liberty of the ſubject 
more reſpected, or property more ſecure, than here. 
tofore? Alas! no. Juſtice, alarmed and terrified at 
their enormities, has long ſince forſaken their unhappy 
territories; and the mechanic and the artizan, as well 
as the huſbandman and the labourer, may now in vain 
ce look for juſtice, but behold oppreſſion; for righte- 
ce ouſneſs, but behold a cry.” 
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That there was great injuſtice in the Adminiſtra. 
tion of the Monarchy of that nation, cannot be de- 1 
nied; and that ſuch injuſtice ought to have been cor- ll c 
rected, is alſo true :---but, to let looſe the blind fury Me 
and headlong torrent of the populace, upon every t 
thing that religion had rendered ſacred, or dignity had v 
made reſpectable, was pulling down the fair ſtruc. ¶ ſt 
ture of ſociety, and ſupplying its place with the moſt v 
frightful ruins and deſolation. of 
But, it may be aſked, if Government was origi- bl 
nally intended for the welfare of the people at large--- ch 
which it certainly was---may not a majority of the th 
populace new-model and change it whenever they th 
think fit? By no means:---The populace are natu- in 
rally fond of any change that may lead to confuſion; ed 


and if they were intruſted with the ſupreme power, 
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d. all Governments would ſoon be at an end. If a majo- 
le rity of the populace might, whenever they thought fit, 
or beat down the fence of law and equity, commit depreda- 
ir tions upon the rich, and throw open the cultivated fleld 
ry of ſociety into a common, that would in fact be revert- 


ing to a ſtate of the moſt horrid injuſtice and barbarity, 
under the ſpecious idea of doing juſtice to the lower 
orders. Beſides, if the populace ſhould be intruſted 
with this power once, they would not forget to claim 


0 it upon the moſt trivial occaſion, and conſequently all 
ain property would become inſecure, and induſtry be an- 
te- nihilated. Nay, ſuch a ſcheme would not in any 

reſpe& whatſoever benefit the very loweſt orders, be- 
ra- cauſe what they would acquire at one time by lawleſs 
de- violence, they would loſe at another by licentious 


depredation and plunder. To avoid this inconveni- 
ence, therefore, moſt civilized nations have agreed 
that property ſhould be the criterion of political pri- 
vileges. Upon this baſis, is our own excellent Con- 
ſtitution eſtabliſned, which places the powers of Go- 
vernment ſo judicioufly and wiſely in the able hands 
of King, Lords, and Commons in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, and fo nicely balances their reſpective rights, 
that we have nothing to fear from arbitrary power on 
the one hand, or the licentiouſneſs of the populace on 
the other. Nor have the lower order of the people 
in this caſe, any reaſon to complain, ſince they are 
equally protected in their perſons and property with 
the rich; and are only removed- from a ſcene of 
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perplexity, where they would be too giddy and tumul. 
tuous to act with prudence and moderation, and too 
little ſkilled in the ſcience of government to act with 
wiſdom. 

But, it may be ſaid, ſuppoſe the three eſtates before. 
mentioned ſhould ſo far forget their duty and their 
intereſt, as to conſpire together to oppreſs the peo- 
ple;---ſuppoſe the liberty of the people ſhould be groſsly 
invaded, and their property wreſted from them by 
violence;---ſuppoſe the great land- marks of our Con- 
ſtitution ſhould be taken up, and our deareſt rights 
infringed; that our perſgns were unprotected, and the 
pillars of our Conſtitution giving way---in ſuch an 
extreme caſe, which, however, is impoſſible ever to 
happen, we have a right of petitioning the great Coun- 
cil of the Nation, and of ſtating our grievances at the 
foot of the Throne; and we have alſo the further 


right of rejecting, at ſtated ſeaſons, ſuch repreſenta- | 


tives as are found to be unworthy. of their truſt, If 
this laſt part of our duty were diſcharged faithfully and 
properly, there never could exiſt any pretence for cor- 
recting evils in government, by more violent meaſures 


---which meaſures are themſelves a flagrant violation 
of our Conſtitution, and muſt always be attended with | 


the moſt perilous reſponſibility, 

But, praiſed be God, we have no occaſion to dread 
ſuch an inyaſion of our rights; for the great body of 
the Nobility and our legal Repreſentatives in the 
Senate, are certainly far too numerous, too reſpectable, 
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and too much intereſted in the event, to unite in be- 
traying that Conſtitution upon which their own ſecu- 
rity and their happineſs entirely depend.---We have 
alſo a Sovereign upon the throne whoſe private life is 
« without ſpot or blemiſh;” and though, unfortu- 
nately, his reign has been diſturbed by the turbulence 
of foreign war, yet has he been ever anxious to extend 
and promote, rather than encroach on, the liberties 
and happineſs of his people. 

With reſpe& to our laws, which have fo frequent- 
ly extorted the praiſes of Europe, their mild aſ- 
pect is ſtill the fame, except where ſuch a tempo- 
rary ſuſpenſion of ſome of them has taken place, 
as was abſolutely neceſſary to reſiſt the late deſolat- 
ing tide of innovation and phrenzy; for no man 
can ſuffer, either in his perſon or property, but by 
the unanimous concurrence of twelve men of his 
own rank and neighbourhood, upon oath.---Nor is 
the genius of our laws more mild, than the admini- 
ſtration of them is fair and equitable.---Juſtice flows 
with a pure and unſullied ſtream throughout the land; 
and 1t is certainly no ordinary compliment to our moſt 
reſpectable and learned Bench, that, amidſt the torrent 
of cenſure which has lately overflowed the kingdom, 
neither the ſpirit of party, nor the licentiouſneſs of the 
times, have ever dared to raiſe the voice of ſlander 
againſt the integrity of our Judges. Accordingly, in no 
age has property been more ſecure, or the liberty of 
the ſubject better protected in no age has there been 
a greater ſum of general felicity throughout the king- 
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dom in no age have manufactures and trade been 
carried on with more ſpirit, or commerce expanded 
her fails with greater ſecurity : 

To what has already been ſaid, I ſhall take the li- 
berty of adding the following reflections: | 
- Furſt, Seeing that obedience to © higher Powers” 
is ſanctioned both by reaſon and religion, and we have 
no juſt cauſe for complaint, let us not habituate our- 
ſelves to the language of diſſatisfaction, or blame our 
ſuperiors before we properly underſtand the -reaſons 
upon which they a&t. The machine of Government | 
is too intricate in its conſtruction to be properly com- 
prehended by ſuch as view it only at a diſtance. If, 
therefore, we cannot aſſign competent reaſons for 
every tranſaction of our ſuperiors, we ought, ſome- 
times at leaſt, to ſuſpect the inſufficiency of our own 
judgments, rather than find fault, and: rafhly diſſe- 
minate the broodings of diſcontent, And as we ought | 
not to buſy ourſelves in matters above our capacities, 
ſo ought we much leſs to traduce and vilify the “ higher 
tc Powers,” or libel their perſons and actions. | 

This is perhaps a more ſerious grievance than is 
generally imagined; for ſuch libels have a powerful 
tendency to deſtroy all legal authority, and introduce 
anarchy and confuſion. From hearing our ſuperiors 
repreſented as ridiculous or unjuſt, their offices and 
their perſons are held leſs ſacred, and all authority falls 
to the ground. Accordingly we read“ Thou ſhalt 
« not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People.” Indeed, 
it is dangerous thus to remove the flaod-gates of 
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authority, through which all iniquity and licentiouſneſs 
would ſpeedily ruſh with a moſt deſolating courſe. It 
grieves me to remark, that this is an evil which ap» 
pears every day gaining ground throughout this king- 
dom. Men are- neither aſhamed, or afraid, in theſe 
days, © to deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of dig- 
« nities:” The freedom of the preſs, in particular, 
has degenerated into the moſt daring licentiouſneſs; 
and to what exceſſive lengths that licentiouſneſs may 
proceed, or what evil conſequences may enſue, is 
ſcarcely to be eſtimated. It appears, however, al - 
ready to have contaminated the very ſources of thought, 
and to have nearly poiſoned the minds of the people 
againſt all authority whatſoever.---And here it is to 
be lamented, that this abuſe of freedom has been prin- 
cipally introduced by men of ſuperior talents and in- 
formation; by which means learning has ſo far dege- 
nerated from her original dignity, as to become the 

handmaid of immorality and profligacy. 

Secondly. And as we ought not to ſpeak evil of 
* dignities or higher Powers,” ſo ought we to con- 

tribute our proportion towards the exigencies of the 

State, with temper, cheerfulneſs, and alacrity. It is 

true, the public burthens are at preſent far heavier 

than at any former period, and no one is exempt from 

their general preſſure: but, at the ſame time, it ſhould 

be remembered that our ſituation is highly critical 

and alarming. We are engaged with an inveterate and 

moſt rapacious enemy, whoſe avowed. intention is to 


— 4 1] 
deluge this fair and flouriſhing iſland in miſery and 
blood; to overthrow every thing we hold dear or ſa- 
cred, and to extirpate us as a kingdom. And whilſt 
the enemy is thus intent on our deſtruction, ſhall we 
ſit down ſupinely negligent of the impending ſtorm, 
without contributing our aſſiſtance to avert it! Far 
be it from Britons to act in ſo mean and difpirited a 
manner, unworthy of our anceſtors---unworthy of the 
liberties and the bleſſings we enjoy. In order to avoid 
theſe calamities, let us cheerfully contribute to the 
neceſſities of the State, and not meanly ſhrink from | 
bearing our ſhare of the general burthen, which would 
not only be highly unjuſt and diſgraceful, but might 
be attended with the moſt calamitous conſequences. 
Under the preſſure of theſe neceſlary taxes, it ought 
to be a pleaſing reflection to the people at large, that 
the weight does not reſt, as in ſome other countries, 
on the lower orders, but the rich and the affluent have 
taken a more than equal ſhare of the burthen on them- 
ſelves. Let us then, during the preſent ſeaſon of diffi- 
culty and danger, remember the important ſtake for 
which we are contending, and, as a neceſſary means 
towards ſecuring it, © render to all their dues---tribute 
*« to whom tribute, cuſtom to whom cuſtom.” 

* Thirdly. We ſhould pay obedience to © higher 
« Powers,” from a conviction of the excellence of our r 
Conſtitution and Government. To ſay that there are Mu 
no blemiſhes in our Conſtitution, would be abſurd ; for 
no human ſyſtem can be entirely perfect: but we may AR" 


a > 

be permitted to ſay, that neither the hiſtory of the 
ancient or modern world affords us any model of go- 
vernment ſo nearly approaching to perfection. If, 
however, there ſhould appear to be any thing till 
wanting to add to its perfection, the ſame powers 
which, through ſucceſſive ages, have matured it into 
its preſent excellence, are ſtill awake to the varied 
wants and intereſts of the people, and are fully com- 
petent to provide for ſuch further occaſions, as the 
different circumſtances and increaſing opulence of the 
kingdom may ſeem to require. 

Let no one, then, with unhallowed lips, dare to 
arraign our Conſtitution as radically defective, or en- 
courage the people to pull down and demoliſh what 
is ſo judiciouſly and ably conſtructed for the general 
happineſs. Any ſpeculative wiſh to baniſh poverty 
and unhappineſs entirely from a kingdom, is no good 
reaſon for overthrowing the ſettled order of things ; 
for what Conſtitution or Government could be eſta- 
bliſhed which would entirely exempt mankind from 
theſe evils. Idleneſs and extravagance will bring on 
poverty and wretchedneſs in any. nation, and under 
any government whatſoever. It ought, however, to 
be ſome conſolation to the very loweſt orders, that 
the higheſt and moſt reſpectable offices in the State 
are open to induſtry, virtue, and abilities; and even 
ſuch of the poor as, by their habits and want of edu- 
ation, appear to be doomed to poverty, have, when 
ncapable of providing for themſelves, a legal right 
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on the property of the kingdom for ſupport, Can 2 
neighbouring nation, with all her boaſted humanity to 
the lower orders, ſhew us any thing like this? No- 
neither in that country, nor any other, are there ſimi- 
lar charities to aſſuage miſery and pain: in no other 
nation under heaven are the poor and miſerable ſo 
humanely treated, when ſunk in the vale of years, or 
cruſhed down by the heavy hand of adverſity. Let 
us, then, not be carried away by a love of thoſe re- 
volutionary principles which have lately deluged a 
great portion of Europe in blood, and have only left 
to thoſe unhappy nations that have embraced them, 
the ſad and melancholy recollection of their former 
happineſs, contraſted with their preſent miſery. | 
Fourthly. We ſhould pay obedience to © higher 
« Powers,” ” becauſe ſedition and treaſon are crimes 
of immenſe magnitude and importance in their effects. 
We eſteem murder a great crime, and fo it is---but 
how much more gigantic and enormous is the crime 
of ſedition, which may be the cauſe of murdering | 
thouſands and tens of thouſands of our fellow-crea- | 
tures, and plunging them headlong into the abyſs of 
eternity, with the whole weight of their unrepented 
crimes upon their heads. I might here add, the grief 
and lamentation of parents---the tears of widows and 
orphans---the decay of trade---the diſtreſs, poverty, ul: 
and beggary, that would neceſſarily enſue. 
If this picture of national diſtreſs and ruin ſhould 
not influence a perſon to beware of ſedition, let hin 


L 
a conſider the perſonal danger to which he himſelf will 


to be expoſed. Not to mention that it will make him 
* neglect his own private buſineſs, generate bad affec- 
i- tions, and inflame his paſſions to a moſt dangerous 
er height; it will ſooner or later involve himſelf and fa- 
fo mily in the moſt dreadful diſtreſs and calamity.--- 
or How many deluded men in our ſiſter kingdom, who 
et were eminent for their mental abilities, have met an 
e- ignominious end, or been baniſhed far from their na- 


tive country, who, had they remained attached to their 
duty, and loyal to their Sovereign, might, at this 
time, have been a comfort to their families, and 
an ornament to ſociety! Nor let any one attempt 
to palliate this crime of ſedition and rebellion, under 
the plauſible pretence of benefiting the lower orders 
of the people, or ſerving the real intereſts of his coun- 
try. That ſpecies of regard which would rouſe the 
people into rebellion upon any ſpeculative point of 
government, is not patriotiſm, but fiery and headlong 
zeal! it is not humanity or benevolence, but only the 
emblance of thoſe virtues, decked out in borrowed 
olours, to delude and diſtreſs mankind! 

Finally, As the foundation of all obedience to 
© higher Powers,” let us have recourſe to Religion. 
ithout a due ſenſe of religion on our minds, let ſpe- 
ulative projectors ſay what they pleaſe, the great 
pulk of mankind will ſpeedily ruſh into the moſt horrid 
juſtice and barbarity. We all know that this has 
Ctually been the caſe elſewhere ; and there is but too 
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much reaſon to dread that the ſeeds of infidelity, which 
have been ſo induſtriouſly ſown in this kingdom, wil 
produce but too plentiful a harveſt. Whenever this 
ſhall happen, we may then expect, that our envied 
Conſtitution, the work of ages, and the admiration 
of mankind, will tend to a ſpeedy diſſolution: for if 
men will once dare to neglect and deſpiſe the King of 
Heaven, and diſregard his everlaſting wrath, they wil 
not be likely to pay much obedience to human laws, 
or the powers that enact them. In ſuch caſe, what 
ſecurity can we have, that any man will act virtuouſl 
and honeſtly ?---What ſecurity can we have, that per- 
jury and falſe witneſſes will not univerſally prevail 
and overpower the voice of juſtice? What ſecurii il | 
can we have for the preſervation of our property o Will | 
our lives, any longer than it may be the intereſt of « 
ſome daring plunderer to take them away? This i 
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4 a ſerious conſideration, and demands the ſolemn at- 
\ tention of every one preſent. Let all, therefore, who 
i are intruſted with power and authority, eſteem it: 
5 moſt important part of their duty to re-kindle the 
I dying embers of Religion, the ſacred flame of whici 
4 is but too likely to expire throughout this kingdom 


To this purpoſe, let them regularly attend the court 
of God's houſe, and frequent his holy altar. 

To the general neglect of theſe duties, it may ſaſch 
be aſſerted, that we are indebted for that infidelity 
which has taken poſſeſſion of a great part of man- 
kind, When this infidelity ſhall have advanced i 
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little farther amongſt the populace, we may depend 
upon it, that neither the excellence of our Laws, nor 
the vigilance of Government, can reſtrain the turbu- 
lence and licentious depredations of the people. Let 
every one preſent, then, who has a value for the Laws 
and Conſtitution of this kingdom---who has a regard 
for his property, for his life, and the lives and welfare 
of his children, his family, and friends---take up the 
matter with the moſt ſerious reflection; and, as far as 
his power and influence extend, ſupport the intereſt 
of Religion, which can alone put a ſtop to that tor- 
rent of diſobedience and iniquity which are now over- 
flowing the world. In ſhort, let us all, if we would 
be ſafe either in our perſons or property here, or reap 
the rewards of eternal happineſs hereafter---< FEAR 
© Gob, AND HONOUR THE KinG!” 


_ THE END. 
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